Rosh Chodesh (New Moon)
e Torah: Genesis 1:14-19; Numbers 28:1-15; Numbers 29:1-6
e Prophets: Isaiah 66:22-24; Ezekiel 46:1; Amos 8:1-7
e Writings: Psalms 81:1-5
e Apostolic: Colossians 2:6-22
e Additional Scriptures at https://thecord.life/topic/chodesh/

2024 Dates 2025 Dates
e Thursday, January 11, 2024 e Wednesday, January 1, 2025
e Friday, February 9, 2024 e Thursday, January 30, 2025
e Monday, March 11, 2024 e Saturday, March 1, 2025
e Tuesday, April 9, 2024 e Sunday, March 30, 2025
e Thursday, May 9, 2024 e Tuesday, April 29, 2025
e Friday, June 7, 2024 e Wednesday, May 28, 2025
e Sunday, July 7, 2024 e Friday, June 27, 2025
e Monday, August 5, 2024 e Saturday, July 26, 2025
e Wednesday, September 4, 2024 e Monday, August 25, 2025
e Thursday, October 3, 2024 e Tuesday, September 23, 2025
e Saturday, November 2, 2024 e Wednesday, October 22, 2025
e Monday, December 2, 2024 e Friday, November 21, 2025
e Saturday, December 20, 2025

Meaning

Often translated as “month,” W71 chodesh (H2320) literally means “to renew” and is concretely
represented by the “new moon,” which is the moon phase when the thin crescent first appears and
is perceived as the “renewal” of the moon. Win chodesh is equivalent to the Greek word punvog
minos (G3376) also meaning the time of the new moon. For example, ¥ N2 brit chadashah
(H1285 + H2319) means “renewed covenant” (cf. Jeremiah 31:31). On the other hand, the Hebrew
word for “moon” is 17 yareach (H3394) and literally means “to travel a prescribed path.” 77’
yareach shares the same root as 1737 ruach (H7307) which is most often translated as “wind” or
“spirit” because both travel a prescribed path, just like the moon.

Other References

“In Old Testament times, Jews visited the Temple of Jerusalem for a special sacrifice, held a family
celebration, and generally abstained from business and work.” — Britannica “New Moon”
https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Moon-Jewish-festival

“For much of early Jewish history, Rosh Chodesh was observed much more seriously. In some
Biblical sources, Rosh Hodesh is described as a day when business is not conducted (cf. Amos 8:5)
and which seems to have been devoted to worship (cf. 2 Kings 4:23; Isaiah 66:23; Ezekiel 46:1)
and feasting (cf. 1 Samuel 20:24-29). This is corroborated by an inscription from the Arad ostraca
(c. 600 BCE) where a military commander is told to deliver goods on the first of the month, but
only to record this delivery in writing on the second of the month (seemingly because writing was
considered a forbidden melakha). In the Second Temple period, too, Rosh Chodesh was considered
a day of rest according to some sources (cf. 1 Maccabees 10:34). In the Talmudic period, one
passage considered Rosh Chodesh to be a day on which work ceased (bittul) (cf. Rosh Hashana
23a); another passage suggests that work ceased (bittul) but was not forbidden (assur) (cf.
Megillah 22b).” “According to the Talmud, women do not engage in work on Rosh Chodesh (cf.
Megillah 22b). Rashi, in commenting on this passage, delineates the activities from which they
must refrain: spinning, weaving, and sewing—the skills that women contributed to the building of
the Mishkan (Tabernacle). The Shulchan Aruch writes that “Those women whose custom is not to
do work on [Rosh Chodesh] have a good custom” (cf. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 417).”
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